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REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES — DRINKING WATER 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Housing) [9.08 am]: I rise to inform the house of a very important 
initiative to improve the water services at three remote communities in the state’s Kimberley region. I take this 
opportunity to acknowledge the hard work of my colleague Hon Dave Kelly, as Minister for Water, and his agency 
the Water Corporation in helping to deliver this result. The communities of Mowanjum, Bayulu and Bidyadanga 
will be the first of 10 priority-listed communities to benefit under a new $23 million agreement between the 
Department of Communities and the Water Corporation. This deal will see the Water Corporation become the 
licensed water provider for these communities and be responsible for water service upgrades and wastewater 
services. The arrangement with Water Corporation as the service provider will also generate a range of 
employment opportunities for local residents and businesses in these communities and will drive an upgrade in 
worker skills that can be transferred to other jobs. 
As I have indicated, this is just the start of what I expect will be an ongoing program that will benefit remote 
communities supported by the McGowan government across WA. Mowanjum, Bayulu and Bidyadanga are the 
first of 10 priority-listed communities that will participate in this program. We plan to progressively roll out this 
initiative and bring the essential services of other remote communities into line with the minimum standards 
expected in metropolitan Perth. 
It gives me great pleasure to make this announcement on the eve of this year’s World Water Day, which has the 
excellent theme for 2019 of “Leaving no one behind”. Leaving no-one behind is an admirable standard and one that 
is supported by the McGowan government. Unlike the commonwealth government, which recently abandoned 
decades of support for remote communities by dumping its responsibility for the provision of housing in those 
communities into the state government’s lap, we will not walk away from our duty. 
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